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their religious principles and opinions before marriage ; and seeing that they agree, at least so far as to lay no foundation of a religious breach in the family after marriage ; that they may worship God together, join in family precepts, and support family religion; that they may agree in their instructions to their children, and join in setting them examples ; that there may be no disputings or dividings against one another, but a mutual harmony in the propagating their own eternal interests, and that they may go hand in hand the true way to heaven.
Sist And cannot this happen to them without a settlement of circumstances beforehand, that we must capitulate about religion as we do about jointures, and settle principles as we do fortunes, always beforehand ?
Eld. Sist. That it may not or cannot happen so, I will not say; but if you will take the world at large, as it is now stated, between those that have no religion at all, and those who differ from others, you must allow, sister, it is a lottery of a thousand blanks to one prize ; and who that values their own peace would venture the odds ?
Sist. I believe I shall venture, for all that.
Eld. Sist. Then either you have no principle now, sister, or it is ten to one but you give it up when you are married.
Sist. Perhaps you may be mistaken in both.
Eld. Sist. If I am, there is a third, which I was going to add, but restrained it in respect to you, in which I believe I shall not be mistaken.
Sist. Let us have it, however.
Eld. Sist. If you will have it then, it is this : that (to repeat the former) either, as I said, you have no principle now, or will give up your principles